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WING LIEG 
BEYOND 
HERE AND 19 
OCCUPIED 


= PLEASE 
> AVOID THE 


AREA AS 
MUCH AS 
POSSIBLE. 


I WAS 
SURE ID 
BE GOING 
BACK TO 
THE INNER 

COURT. 


YOU'LL ВЕ 
WORKING 
HERE IN 


RETURNING 
ISN'T SO 
THE OUTER EASY A 

COURT NOW, MATTER 


XIAOMAO. ҒАР С ONCE 
YOU'VE 


ALREADY 
BEEN MADE 
TO QUIT. 


THE 
OUTER COURT, 
MEANWHILE, 
15 HOME 
TO VARIOUS 
GOVERNMENT 
OFFICES AND 
19 WHERE A 
MULTITUDE OF 
OFFICIALS 
GO TO 


THERE ARE GUIDED 
ФО МАМУ AROUND 
BUILDINGS, [5 VAST. 
I COULDN'T 
COUNT THEM 
ALL ON MY 
FINGERS 
AND TOES 
IF I TRIED. 


E WITHIN THE 
PALACE | | 


LIES THE 
INNER 
COURT, 

WHERE THE 

IMPERIAL 

FAMILY 
RESIDES. 


PERHAPS ER 
ITS DOWN TO 7 


ፈሪ 
IN ALL THOSE АС 
PLANTS, BUT 
لن‎ -WHEN IT THE INNER 
COMES TO COURT /2 FAR 
INGREDI- SUPERIOR TO VF 
ENTS FOR THIS PLACE... 人 
MEDICINE. 


/ 2 [ A 


З 
а 


king 


OF 


W 


(ђар(е 22 


YES, 
WELL... 
BEGGING А 
THOUSAND 
PARDONS, 
MY GOOD | 


BUT WE'RE 
HARDLY 
TALKING 

THE HIGHEST 
OF THE 
IMPERIAL 
CIVIL 
SERVICE 
ЕХАМФ 


I THINK 


Å JINSHI 
I DID TRY 10 90 WANTED 
TO READ 1 pr ሠጪ ME IN 
THE BOOK TEST. 105 purr 22 
HE GAVE : ሠ POST OR 


WASN'T 
ТО ВЕ. OTHER... 


AS SOMEONE 
Å RAISED IN THE 
TRIED, BUT fl PLEASURE 
Me № DISTRICT, 
THE SUN MY MINIMAL 
WOULD ВИТ I EDUCATION 
BE UP DISLIKE INCLUDED 
BEFORE STUDY- READING, 
I KNEW ING. WRITING, AND 
IT. POETRY. 


UNLESS 
IM NOT 
IT HAS TO 
EVEN SURE 
DO WITH 
WHY I WAS 
АРЕ TO MEDICINE, 
IM WORSE 


TAKE THAT 
TEST IN THE | THAN HOT 


МУ 1 | ...THOUGH I 
ACTUAL А | = WAS TO BE 
DUTIES ) WORKING IN 

WERE NO መሸ THE OUTER 
DIFFERENT >. 
FROM WHEN 
1 SERVED 
А5 А MAID IN 
THE INNER 


I BET НЕ | OF ۶ 
HAS THEM || вит OFFICE 
REPAINTED THE ARE MORE 
EVERY | VER- MODEST 
ACQUER FOUND IN 
ON THE THE INNER 
WALLS COURT... 


/є А 
VIVID 


| THE SIZE OF 
WELL, THESE WALLS, 
те NOT THERE ARE 


er BOUND TO BE 
LADYS SOME HARD- 
JOB TO AN PERHAPS TO-REACH 
PLAY 、 A FEW SPOTS. 
: / CORNERS 
WERE 
CUT? 


CLEANING 
ISN'T THEIR 
RESPONSI- 


BILITY, SO THE 
I GET WHY 

THEY MIGHT LADIES OF 

THIS STATE NOT WANT TO A THE OUTER 

OF FILTH GO OUT OF COMPLETELY COURT ARE 


DIFFERENT MORE LIKE 
BREED FROM SECRE- 
THE MISHMASH TARIES... 

OF WOMEN 

SERVING IN 
THE INNER 


THEIR WAY 
TO DO IT... 


SHOULDNT 


EITHER. 


PRACTICE 
OF USING 
SLAVE 
LABOR 

SINCE AROUND 
THEN, THE PALACE 
CHORES CAME TO 
HAVE BEEN AN END 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, IM 
CURRENTLY 


ን ራሽ UNDERTAKEN DURING 
BY SERVANTS THE REIGN 
MAID. HIRED By THE ОҒ THE 


INDIVIDUALS PREVIOUS 


WHO EMPEROR. 
REQUIRE 


THEY 
HAVE THE 
QUALIFICA- 

TIONS, COME 

FROM GOOD 

FAMILIES, AND 
ARE WELL- 

5 = _ EDUCATED. 

-一 一 _ P. THEY ALSO 

м — HAVE THE 

PRIDE TO 

GO WITH 

THAT. 


V 


MY NEW 

MASTER 
15 A VERY 
BUSY MAN. 
HE HARDLY 

EVER 

THANKS MAKES 

TO THAT, /Т BACK 
CLEANING ТОН ў 
IT 18 OFFICE. | 


МЕР 58 
å JINSHI2E 


г. JEALOUS 
OF ME? 


SECLUDED 
CORNER... 


SURELY 
YOU DON'T 
THINK HE'S 
TREATING 

ME SPECIAL 
OR SOME- 
THING? 


CHOOSING 


MY WORDS 


REALLY LIKE 
TO AVOID 
MEETING MY 
END AT THE 
HANDS OF 
THESE FIVE, 
IF POS- 
SIBLE. 


A MAN 
Ш WHO IS 
PRACTI- 
CALLYA | 
HEAVENLY 


WOULD 
NEVER 
TAKE AN 
INTEREST 
IN AN UGLY 
GIRL LIKE 
ME. 


HIS TABLE 
IS LADEN WITH 
THE FINE FLESH 
OF ABALONE 
AND BOAR LIKE 
YOURSELVES... 


PERHAPS 
YOU SUSPECT 
THAT HE, OF 
ALL PEOPLE, 
15 GIVEN TO 
PECULIAR 
TASTES? 


СОМЕ 
TO THINK 
OF /7 
THIS LADY 


HAS 
REMAINED 
CALM THIG 

ENTIRE 
TIME. 


AS I CAN 
GET WITH 
PRETTY 
WORDS... 


DID HE 
TAKE YOU 


MY ARMS A 
MESS FROM 
MY RECENT |> 
EXPERIMENTS Іі | 
FOR A BURN | شا‎ 
TREATMENT. 


SIR 
JINSHI'S 


HE WAS 
GRACIOUS HEART 
ENOUGH IG AS 


TO ALLOW HEAVENLY 


A WRETCH 
LIKE ME THE 
CHANCE TO 
EARN HER 


RECEIVING 
END OF 


SUCH 
BULLYING? 


NOT AS BAD 
AS THOSE AT 
THE INNER 
COURT. 


NOW 
THAT 
YOU'VE 
RETURNED, 
I SHALL FIND 
ANOTHER 
SPOT TO 
CLEAN. 
PLEASE 
EXCUSE 

M 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
STANDING 
AGAINST 
THE WALL 
LIKE THAT, 

SIR 
лкен? 


PICKINGS ነ 
SURE ARE 
SLIM IN THE 
WINTER. 


... 507 THE | Š IR MEDICINAL 
VARIETY 15 "и ЩО 

SORELY | | MAN УМЕ 
ም | 2 ; AROUND 
Е ТМ ТО | 
СООК UP 
ANYTHING 
USEFUL. 


WHEN JINSH/ 
CAME TO THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, 
HE BROUGHT 

MONEY ALONG 
Y WITH A 
CATERPILLAR 

FUNGUS. 


17% 
«THAT АМ ODD 
SEEM- AND INDE- 
INGLY SCRIBABLE 
GROWS FUNGUS... 
LIKE 
BRANCHES 
FROM THE 
BODY OF 
A CATER- 


ONE LOOK 
AT IT, AND I 
GAVE IN TO 
TEMPTATION, 
«ВИТ SIGNING THE 
THINKING CONTRACT 
BACK ON Ve 
NOTHER 
mentve THOUGHT 
BEEN A BIT 
TOO HASTY. 


I WAS JUST Y 


SOUNDS IN 
THE MIDDLE 

OF THE 
NIGHT. 


PLEASE, 
SUIREN. 


50 EVEN AT 
BREAKFAST, 
THE GREAT 
JINSHI HERE 
WASTEFULLY 
OOZES SEX 
APPEAL. 


la шыш шыш 


NOW I і 
UNDERSTAND د‎ ٢ 
WHY GAO SHUN 
AND THIS 
ELDERLY 
MAIDSERVANT 
ARE THE : 
ONLY ONES ሸክ У ۳ | 
ALLOWED 
IN THIS 


HEG LIKE 
A BUG IN 


AND DESIRE. 


HIS ANY OTHER 
MAN WOULD 
ASSETS PROBABLY 
IN SOME SPECIES ARE JUMP 
OF INSECTS, THE TRULY ATOP HIM, 
FEMALES EMIT SINFUL. SEX BE 
A SMELL THAT DAMNED. 
ATTRACTS THE 1 
MALES TO THEM. 


ЕСЕЛІ 


PERHAPS І 
COULD FILL 
MY POCKETS 
ВУ COLLECTING 


THIS EUNUCHS 
SCENT AND 


FINDING 
YOUR 
I BELIEVE CURRENT 
THAT WHAT N —] име 
I'VE BEEN МО QUARTERS 
GIVEN 15 N [5 TO BE 
MORE THAN 
ADEQUATE 


FOR A MAID 
LIKE ME... 


I WAS I LIVED AT ; 
SPOILED FOR THE JADE ae {а IT WAS UP 


INGREDIENTS PALACE, TO ME, ID 
AND COULD MIX I COULD MOVE INTO 
MEDICINES RIGHT USE THE QUARTERS 
AWAY, 50 МУ KITCHENS WITH A 
COLLECTION OF WITH PER- ` EAR 
A 7H 
HERBS WASN'T MISSION. AND AN 
OVERTAKING MY ADJOINING 
ROOM AS IT y < 


লিল 
WONDER IF 
HE MEANS 
HELL GIVE 
ME A MUCH 
BETTER 
PLACE. 


SAY THE ٢ 
WORD, AND 
I CAN HAVE 
DIFFERENT 
QUARTERS 
PREPARED 
FOR YOU. 


WHAT YOU'RE 
A TRYING ТО 
А SAY UNLESS 


W NS 
ሠ Ж YOU ACTUALLY 
TELL ME. 


IF 

I LIVED IN 
A STABLE, I 
COULD COOK 
THINGS UP IN 
PEACE WITH- 
OUT ANYONE 
BOTHERING 


ІШ DOESN'T 
< MINCE 
N WORDS, 
እ SHES 
| QUICK AT 
HER JOB, 
AND HER 
HANDS 
NEVER 
STOP 
MOVING. 


STABLES 
ARE A 
NO. 


уга пур IM 


2 — НС“ 


SUIREN, 
THERE ONE OF 


JINSHIS 
ARE! | ..BUT UNTIL ` FEW 
NOW, SHES MAIDS, 
MANAGED 5 IN 
THE WHOLE HER 


OF THIS FIFTIES 


DONE WITH 
THE DISHES, 
WE'LL 


Ж | SCRUB THE 


2 FLOORS. IMMENSE 
IE | RESIDENCE 
X ALL BY 


HERSELF. 


) THEN WE'LL 
NEVER OET 
THROUGH 
THIS AFTER- 
NOON’S 


THINGS MAIDS 
HAPPEN, COME 
AND THEY АМР 


QUITE HARD 
Ф/ TO MANAGE 
A RESIDENCE 
OF THIS SIZE 
AT MY AGE, 
AS IM SURE 
YOU CAN 
— IMAGINE. 
HOWEVER, I f | т ў. 
KINDA DOUBT ІТ ARE you | № 
DO ( 
REFER- 
RING TO 
THEFT? 


ON 
MASTER М OCCASION, 


UNDERTHINGS MIGHT BE CERTAIN 
IN YOUR USED TO THINGS 
DRESSER THAT ATTEN- WOULD 
YOU DON'T TION EVEN 
RECOGNIZE À SUDDENLY 
WOULD APPEAR. 
REPULSE 
JUST ABOUT 


ANYONE. 


ALL THE 
MORE ФО 
IF THEY'RE 


MAYBE 
HE SHOULD 
JUST WEAR 
A MASK AT 
ALL TIMES. 


WE HAVE 
A GUEST 


TAKE CARE 
OF IT 
||| LATER. 


OFFEND = 


ARISTOCRATIC 
SENSIBILITIES 
BY DUSTING 
AND POLISH- 
ING OUT IN ar 
পলি MINUTE 
A GUEST 
ARRIVES, 


I USUALLY GO 
FOR A STROLL 
THROUGH THE 
OUTER COURT 
IN MY FREE 
TIME. 


IF IM 
ФРОТТЕР 


IM 
BOUND TO y ат. ID LIKE 
BE MISTAKEN ТО CHECK 
FORA ӨРУ "ERB ON OUT THE 
MILITARY EAST WING, 


AND HAULED 
INTO GROUNDS.. 
CUSTODY. 


BUT THATS 
WHERE THE 
SOLDIERS 


SPEAKING 900: и መጻ €- 
OF MILI- та) Gam 
TARY... == - с” 2 


.“ТНАТФ 
WHERE 
HE WHOSE 
NAME I DARE 
NOT UTTER 
WOULD 
BE... 


BUT SINCE І 
HAVENT BEEN 
THERE YET, I 
CAN'T SAY FOR 
CERTAIN THAT 
THERE ARE NO 
RARE PLANTS 
GROWING 
THERE! 


I BELIEVE 
WHAT LIEG 
BEYOND 
HERE 15 
OFF-LIMITS 
TO YOU. 


THE 
COURT 
LADY IN 

NEED OF 
MORE 


IMAGINE 


THE BACK- 
STREETS 
OF THE 
PLEASURE 
„вит 67 


A BEAUTY 
WOULD BE 
WISE TO 
MINIMIZE 
HER ASSETS 
AROUND LOTS 
OF HOT- 
BLOODED 
SOLDIERS, 
IF NOT TO 
AVOID THEM 
ALTOGETHER. 


IF THATS 

THE CASE, 

THE PLAIN 
FACE 
MAKES 
SENSE. 


LOOKS 
FAMILIAR 


SAID THAT 
BEFORE 
SHE HIT 
ME. 


SINCE 
SHE CAME 
FROM THE 
DIRECTION 

OF THE 
EAST WING, 
DOES THAT 


Å MEAN SHE'S 


A MILITARY 

OFFICERS 

ATTENDANT 
cook 


I SMELL 
SANDALWOOD 
AND SOME- 
THING WITH 


Chapter 23 


BREAKFAST 
гр MYSELF 

LIKE YOU 

TO GET 

STARTED 

ON THE 

ROOMS. 


EVEN BE 
TOUGHER 


AS IF 
THERES 
OTHER 


IDEA WHAT ASS 7 WFE 


ВТ I 
HONESTLY 
HAVE NO 


COULD BE 


TO DO 42 DOING... 


JINSHIG 
ATTENDANT. 
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THERES 
NO REASON 
70 DO MORE 
UNTIL IVE 
BEEN TOLD 
7O. 


IF YOU'RE 
WONDERINO 
ABOUT 
BREAKFAST, 
LADY SUIREN'S 
PREPARING 
IT AG WE 


DID 
HE FIND 
OUT THAT 
I PLANTED 
MEDICINAL 
W HERB SEEDS 
IN THE 
GARDEN ON 
THE SLY? 


34 


THEY 
WOULD 
LIKE TO 

RETAIN 
YOU AS 
INSTRUC- 
TOR. 


15 RIDING 

ON HER 

EDUCA- 
THERE'S TION. 


AG SUCH, 
THE INNER 
COURT HAS 
REQUESTED 

TRAINING 

ON HER 

BEHALF. 


A RECOM- 
MENDATION 
FROM A 
PRINCIPAL 
CONSORT 
HERSELF. 


WITH TWO 
PRINCIPAL 


BEHIND 
IT, THE 
REQUEST 
BECAME 
IMPOS- 
— SIBLE TO 
IGNORE. 


` 
4 


CONSORTS 


I CAN JUST 
IMAGINE HOW 
THOROUGHLY 
AMUSED 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO MUST 
HAVE BEEN AS 
SHE WROTE 
THIS... 


(> 
каві 


GYOKVYO. 


TEACHING +? 
MATERIALS 


AS 
LONG 
AS THIS 
CRAFTY 
HOUSE- 
KEEPERS 
AROUND, 
FLEECING 
JINSHI 
WILL BE 
A CHAL- 
LENGE. 


І DARESAY 
THE COLOR 
OF THE INK 
19 DIFFERENT 
ON JUST THAT 
ONE DIGIT... 


2O WHAT 
EXACTLY 
DID YOU 
PROCURE 
FOR THE 
CLASS? 


AN 


SHOULD РО 
IT RIGHT. 


LESSONS 

ARE MEANT 

WHAT AM ONLY FOR 

ITODO THE FOUR 

WITH SUCH PRINCIPAL 
А GRAND CONSORTS 
SPACE? AND THEIR 


17% 
ВЕЕМ 
700 
LONG 
SINCE I 
WAS LAST 
HERE 
IN THE 
INNER 


MAYBE IT 
HAS ТО РО COURT. 


WITH BEING 
RAISED IN THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, BUT 
I STRANGELY 
FEEL MORE AT 
EASE WHEN IM 
SURROUNDED ይ 


BACK THEN, 
THERE WERE 
A GREAT 
MANY МА/РФ 
SERVING THE 
INNER COURT 
AND NOWHERE 
70 HOUSE 


UNDER THE THEM, SO 
CURRENT THE LECTURE 


EMPEROR, HALL WAS 
HOWEVER, REPURPOSED. 
THE HALL HAS 
FALLEN, FOR 
THE MOST 
PART, INTO 
DISUSE. 


AND 50, 
THE DAY 
OF THE 
CLASS 
ARRIVED 


THE 
CLASS 
15 TO BE 
HELD INA 
LECTURE | 
| HALL ONCE 
USED AS A 


Å DORMITORY 


DURING THE 

PREVIOUS | 

EMPEROR'S Б 
REIGN. 


50 HE HAS 
DEVOTEES 


THIS CLASS 
SUCH А BIG 


THIG 
CLASS 
15 FOR 
THE FOUR 
PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS 
ALONE. 


|| EVERYONE 
| LSE, 


শা 


(W 
er 


М, 


SPACE FOR W 
WOMEN'S 

SECRETS TO 

BE SHARED, 


|| srt А 
BEAUTY. 


LUSCIOUS 
CURVES HAVE 
IM RETURNED IN 
GLAD FULL FORCE, 
SHE I SEE. 
SEEMS 
TO BE IN 
ФООР 
HEALTH 
700. 


Sø 


тт J SHES 
১ еш. HE 


50 
(ПД PERHAPS 
Я THE STYLE 15 
SIMPLY HER ከ 
PERSONAL | 


WITH YOU ALL 
ARE SECRET 
TECHNIQUES 
THAT ARE 
FOR YOUR 
EYES AND 
EARS 
ALONE. 


I HUMBLY ASK 
THAT YOU NOT 

REMOVE THE 
DOCUMENTS AND 
MATERIALS I AM 
ABOUT TO HAND 
YOU FROM THE 

PREMISES. 5 


<<< 
25452545254 
DST Фев 
XIX 
< 12 


WHAT IN 
HEAVEN'S 
NAME DID 
YOU GET 
UP TO IN 
НЕКЕ? 


І SIMPLY 
INSTRUCTED 
THEM 


VOUCHED FOR 
A ВЕ PLEASED. | 


RIIKE 
ЦКК 


42 
Уҹ 


THE ENTIRE ٨ 
TIME. R 


NE 
መክ 
5924924 
< ৯৩৬৩ 


٠ 
A 
525252525252 


7 


OH, DO 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT. 


125 2525 2524] 


іс 2505252‏ يسو 
,<> 
په 


BEST TO 
SIMPLY LOOK 
FORWARD TO 

THAT NICE 

SACK OF 
MONEY WITH 

MY NAME 


DON'T YOU 
ASK THE 


| | so JUST 
EMPEROR? SÅ WHAT KIND 


DID YOU 
HOLD? 
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GARDENER 


MAINTAINING |, ` 


ЛУ 
Г NOTHING 
MORE THAN 
| A PUPPET IN 
THE HANDS 
OF THE 
EMPEROR. 


У 


| 
а 
ነ 


IT HAS 
so ALWAYS 
BEEN 
I GUESS HARD TO 
CONTINUE WHAT I 
TO PLAY TRULY 
MY PART DESIRE. 


FOR HIM. 


A FINE 
FACE AND 
FIGURE... 

THIS SULTRY 
VOICE AND 
GAZE... 


IVE BEEN 
BLESSED 
IN THIS 
REGARD 
FAR MORE K 

THAN ANY ы 
MAN OUGHT š 


ТО | 
GRANT THE ЖАРАР 
EMPEROR'S ጀር 
RIDICULOUS 2 
WISHES. / 


70 BE. BUT 
I SHALL 
USE THESE 
GIFTS... 


$ 


መን 
COULD 
NEVER 

EXCEL IN 

INTELLECT 
OR THE 
ART OF 

WAR. 


IN LOOKS 
ALONE CAN 
I CLA/M TO 
SURPASS 
ANYONE. 


Я THATS 

м = і MY JOB 
ONLY WAY : AND ALSO 
ILL ВЕ У IN, THE BET 

ABLE TO < 2 HAVE 
CHOOSE < WITH HIS 
MY OWN £ ER MAJESTY. 
PATH IN ч 
LIFE. 


MY 
MEDIOCRE 
SELF COULD 
IMAGINE МО 
OTHER 
VIABLE 
PATH. 


AND 
THERE ARE 
DAYS LIKE 
TODAY 
4 WHERE 
HE STAYS 
COOPED 
UP IN HIS 
OFFICE. 


7. BUT 
I HEAR 
HE HAS 
DUTIES 
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HOWEVER 


¿A 


2 ነ 
WORTHLESS | | 
THE LAW да 
тнє PROPOSALS |] VY 
রি WRITTEN ON | 
FATE OF THEM | 7 
THESE = š / 
SHEETS রী 
WAS | % | 
ТО BE | 
BURNED. 


1 COULD 
PROBABLY 
| EARN SOME ከ 


ASSUMED 
ALL HIS 
WORK 
INVOLVED 
THE INNER 
COURT 
SINCE 
HES A 
EUNUCH... 


ml 
NEAR THE 
MILITARY 
TRAINING 
GROUNDS 
AND SOME 
STOREHOUSES, 


UNFORTUNATE 

4 THAT HE WAS 

MADE INTO A 
EUNUCH. 


у ~ 


2 ENTER 
2 WONDER 
人 


АН 

AA 

eh 
A 


፤ 


en 
= а 


THOUGH 


IVE ONLY Er 
ИМО COURT 15 
<> SEVERAL 
мі ТІМЕ5 
~ LIKE DAN- 
| DELIONS [> „те BIGGER (৯৮ 
JA 212 N FLORA INNER 
== Ж? MUGWORT. NN HERE is ANNER ~ 
ТЕ Й | SPARSE. > 


Z 


LILIES 
TOO. 


THE OLD 
MADAM AT `: 
VERDIGRIG ~ 
WOULD 


FAIL TO 
LEACH OUT 
THE POISON, 
THE RESULTING 


CHEW 
ME OUT, ) STOMACHACHE 
ALL ТИЕ کو‎ | у WILL MAKE YOU 


TIME то И WISH YOU'D 


...BUT THE 
NEVER BEEN 
BULBS ARE BORN... 


TASTY ONCE 
THEY'VE BEEN 
SOAKED IN 
WATER. 


INTEN- 
TIONALLY 
EATING 
SUCH 
THINGS. 


I GUESS 
I SHOULD 
SOW SOME 


FINDING 
THINGS TO 
HARVEST IN 
WINTER 15 


HARD AS 
I DOUBT IT 15... 


MADAM 
TOLD ME 
HE DROPS 
ВУ THE 
BROTHEL 
ON THE 
REGULAR 
TO HAVE TEA 
WITH THE 


WORKING GIRLS IN 


TRAINING. 
HARD. A 


15 A DIF- 
FERENT 
COLOR 
NOW. 
THAT 
MUST 
MEAN 
НЕ ФОТ 
А РЕО- 
MOTION. 


HE TRIES 
TO CATCH 
GLIMPSES 
OF HER 
DIVINE FORM 
FROM THE | 
GAPS IN THE 
BROTHEL 
CURTAINS. 


HIS TRUE 
AFFEC- 
TIONS 
LIE WITH 
PAILING. 
BUT TO 
COST ENJOY HER 
HALF A COMPA, NY 


Ss 


IM 
SURE I DIDN'T 
LOOK ANYTHING 
LIKE A NEW 


TOO MUCH OF A HASSLE 
TO EXPLAIN WHAT 
REALLY HAPPENED 


JINSHI 
TOLD ME TO 
KEEP THE 
FRECKLES 
ON MY FACE 
AFTER I 
BECAME HIS 
ATTENDANT. 


I STILL 
HAVE NO 
IDEA WHAT 
GOES 
THROUGH 
HIS HEAD. 


THAT 
REMINDS 
ME! I HEARD 
THAT A TOP 
OFFICIAL 
RECENTLY 
BOUGHT OUT 
THE CONTRACT 
OF ONE OF THE 
VERDIGRIG 
COURTE- 
SANS. 


AFTER 
THE 
CON- 
TRACT 
HAD 
BEEN 
SIGNED 


МУ 
SISTERS 
WENT OUT 
OF THEIR 
WAY TO 
COMPLETELY 
TRANSFORM 
ME ON THE 
GRAND 
OCCASION 
OF MY DE- 
PARTURE. 


THERE 

WAS A 

4 SMALL FIRE, ES 

WHICH ISN'T 

ALL THAT 
UNUSUAL 

FOR THIS 

SEASON. 


OUT THE 


HEY, YOU 
GET TOO 
TO IT. 


IT SEEMS 
YOU WERE 
IN THE 
MIDDLE 
OF 
SOME- 

THING. 


LIKE THE 


KIND OF 
THING HE 
COULD'VE 


2 JUST LEFT 


THE 
STORE- 
KEEP. IT 
WASN'T 
HUH? SERIOUS, 
B— 


ITS 
FORTUNATE 
THAT THE er 
FIRE DIDN'T WALLS FROM THE 
SPREAD OF THE ROW OF 
7О THE bup- OFFICE 
SURROUNDING 7 mes BUILD- 
TIONS. HERE 
ARE ALL 
MADE OF 
PLASTER. 


THIS 
SCAT- 
TERED 

DEBRIS 
FROM THE 
BUILDING 
THAT 
CAUGHT 
FIRE... 


BUILDING 
TELL ME... 


IT BEING AN 
ALLEGEDLY 


REASON 
LI HAKUS 
HERE IN 
SPITE OF 


SMALL 


г BECAUSE 
THEY 
SUSPECT 
ARSON. 


THIS 
COUNTRY 
15 BY AND 
LARGE А 
PEACEFUL 
PLACE... 


«BUT 
OF COURSE, 
NOT EVERY- 

ONE 15 
HAPPY. 


«BUT 
PROB- 
ABLY 
MORE 
LIKE AN 
EXPLO- 
SION. 


ASIDE FOR 
A MOMENT 
THAT IT 
WAS A 
STOREHOUSE 
WHICH 
BURNED 
THESE DOWN... 


ARE STILL 
PALACE 
GROUNDS. 


EVEN IN 
FOREIGN 
LANDS, 
THERE ARE 
SURELY DIS- 
SATISFIED 
INDIVIDUALS 
LOOKING 
ТО BETTER 
THEIR LOT 
IN LIFE. 


PEACE 
WITH OTHER 
NATIONS 15 
А FRAGILE 

THING. 


THERE'S NO 14 


TELLING 
WHEN 
PEACE 
MIGHT 
BECOME 
WAR. 


HIS 


MAJESTY 
PASSED A 
MERE FIVE 


THOUGH 
ITS RARE, 
ATTACKS 

FROM 
ROAMING 
BANDS AND 
TRIBES DO 

OCCUR, 

DROUGHT 
AND FAMINE 
ARE REALITIES 
TOO... 


THEN THERES 
THE RATHER 
EGREGIOUS 
ISSUE ОР 
THE FORMER 
=. LEAVING EMPEROR 
LOCAL ANNUALLY 
FARMERS TAKING 
WITH A WOMEN 
DEARTH OF FROM RURAL 
POTENTIAL VILLAGES FOR 
HIMSELF... 


ሠዳለሉሯ 

THERE 
ARE STILL 
MANY WHO 
REMEMBER 
HIS REIGN. 


THE 
NUMBER OF 
MERCHANTS 
WHO MADE 

THEIR MONEY 
SELLING 
SERVANTS 
WERE NOT 
FEW IN 

NUMBER. 


Al ANOTHER 
| ZELA- 
TIVELY 
6 THE RECENT 
ABOLITION OF | PEVELOP- 
THE SLAVERY MENT... 
SYSTEM OF 
SERVITUDE, WHICH 
OCCURRED WHEN 
THE CURRENT 
EMPEROR 
ASCENDED 
THE THRONE. 


WHICH 
MUST 
MEAN THAT 
THIS WAS 
А FOOD 
STORE- 


AN) Д x \ | ANYTHING 
poo Я x / ELSE 

| ክላ AROUND 
HERE... 


JUST CO 
TRAIPSING 

AROUND 
| IN HERE! 


LOOKS 
LIKE IT 
WOULD 
FETCH A 
DECENT 
PRICE IF 
SOLD. 
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AN 
EXPLOSION. 
A FOOD 
STOREHOUSE. 
A DROPPED 


SMOKING 
PIPE. 


„І САМ 
HAVE THIS 
й AND THAT 


| BOX TOO, | 
RIGHT? 


AND NAILS Й 
AS WELL. 


DOES THIS 
STOREHOUSE 
HOLD THE 
SAME THINGS 
AS THE ONE 
THAT BURNED 


YOU'RE 
SURPRIS- 


WHEN 
HE WAS 
YOUNGER, 


TOOLS THAT 
HAD NEVER 


BEFORE PA STUDIED 
BEEN SEEN ABROAD IN 


IN OUR THE WEST... 
COUNTRY መመ 


FROM 
MEMORY. 


FINALLY, 
I'M GOING 
TO PUT THAT 
FLOUR IN 

GOT HERE. 

ANY- 
THING 
I CAN 
START 
A FIRE 
WITH? 


I'M 
GOING TO 


++. THAT 


COULD 
POSE A 
THREAT TO 
A SOLDIER 
LIKE ME? 


ITS 
DANGER- 
০০, SO 

PLEASE 
BE VERY 
CAREFUL. 


WHAT IN THE 
ታሪ WORLD JUST 
МИА EXPLODED? 


HOUSES? 


DID THAT 
PIPE EX- 
| PLODE? 


PROBABLY 
THE FLOUR 
THAT WAS 
IN THERE. 


THE WHEAT 
| FLOUR AND 


| BUCKWHEAT 
FLOUR IN 
THE AIR... 


WHEN THE 
STOREKEEP 

„А SNUCK IN TO 
GUST OF HAVE A SLY 


WIND FROM PUFF... 


AND OUTSIDE 
WHEN HE STIRRED 
LIT THE THE FLOUR 
PIPE... 


THE 
FLOUR 


CAUSING AN № et 554 ІМ ТНЕ 


EXPLOSION. = ~ UU ۸۴۸٥ 
+ а CAUGHT 
FIRE... 


BUT THIS 15 
FROM WHAT JUST MY 
YOU'VE TOLD HYPOTH- 
МЕ, I BELIEVE £515, OF 
SOMETHING COURSE. 


I'M 
сн матице 
FIGURED ТО PAGS, 


THAT OUT! 


REALLY 
PUT THE 
FEAR IN 
ME BACK 


ANYONE 
WHO 
ALREADY 
HAD THIS 
KNOWLEDGE 
COULD HAVE 
PIECED IT 
TOGETHER. 


THERE 
ARENT 
ANY TRULY 
STRANGE 
AND INEX- 
PLICABLE 
THINGS 
IN THIS 


EVER 
SINCE I 
BLEW UP 

THE ROOM 

I WAS 

STAYING IN 


HANDLED AT VERDI- 
FLOUR WITH ORIG... 
GREAT 
CARE. 


SHE WAS 
GOING TO 
HANG ME 
UPSIDE DOWN 
FROM THE 
TOPMOST 
FLOOR 
OF THE 
BUILDING. 
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STRANGE 
HOW | 
FLOUR CAN 
EXPLODE 
LIKE THAT. 


MOST 
HAPPENINGS 
THAT GET 
LABELED 
“BIZARRE” 
COME OUT 
OF A LACK 


OF KNOWL- | 


EDGE. 


..PLEASE 
TAKE CARE 
NOT TO 
CATCH A 


DO CATCH ONE, 
THOUGH, A MAN 
NAMED LUOMEN 
IN THE PLEASURE 
DISTRICT MAKES 
VERY EFFECTIVE 
MEDICINE, 


IT SUST 
SO HAP- 
PENED 
THAT LI 
HAKU 
DIDN'T 
KNOW. 


17% UP 
TO ME TO 
IF I DONT PROMOTE 


DO THIS MUCH, PAS 
THERE'S A SERVICES 


mar Y ¡EZ CHANCE HE SINCE HE 
TOOK М. е WON'T HAVE HAS NO 
ካነ - ENOUGH MONEY NOSE FOR 
LONGER У. Ова FO 
THAN 1 |". ç 
THOUGHT ٠ 


NOW, 
IF YOU'LL 


TO WORK. 


1 КАМ 
OFF WITH 
THIS BY 
ACCIDENT. 


১২ 
ks 

ТТТ 

2 47 


1 THINK І САМ 
RESTORE IT 

IF I CLEAN IT 
ሪዎ 4 LITTLE 
AND ADD A 

MOUTHPIECE. 


TOO WELL- 
CRAFTED ያሌ 
FOR A MERE ачк 
STOREKEEP 
TO OWN. 


MAYBE ITS 
TERRIBLY 
PRECIOUS 
72 HIM. 


I GUESS 
ILL POLISH 
IT AND GIVE 

IT BACK. 
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THERE'S 
SOMETHINO 
ID LIKE YOU P 

TO TAKE A 

LOOK AT. 


MORE 
THAN TEN 


TINGLY, т. қ YEARS AGO, | 


NUMBING 
SENSATION 
BLOWFISH 
GIVES YOU 

FEELS 

20000 

GOOD. 


IVE EATEN 
A LITTLE BIT 
OF THE LESS 
POISONOUS 

PARTS, TAKING 

CARE NOT 

TO DIE. 


A MERCHANT | 
CONTRACTED | 

FOOD 
HE HAD POISON- 


u | APPARENTLY | ٢و‎ 


EATEN RAW 


BLOWFISH 
| МА DISH. 


WITH A 
REWARD LIKE 
THAT, MAYBE 
I SHOULD 
GET SERIOUS 
ABOUT THIS. 


APPROXI- SAY Í I DEALT WITH 
MATELY ONE ZÜ | THIS INCIDENT 


WEEK AGO, A FOR WORK 
VERY SIMILAR BACK THEN. 
INCIDENT 
OCCURRED. 


A FORMER 
COLLEAGUE 
OF MINE 
CONSULTED 
WITH ME 
ABOUT IT. 


HE TOLD ME 
OF A MINISTER 
WHO HAD EATEN 
A DISH OF RAW 
BLOWFISH 
AND FALLEN 
COMATOSE. 


| „ком | 
` THAT I'VE 
BROUGHT 
UP POI- 


„ро FON 


ሃርጋሀ 
REALLY 
WANT ME 
TO STOP 
TALKING? 


2» BUT 
RATHER THE 
PARBOILED 

SKIN AND 
FLESH, IN 
WHICH THE 
POISON 15 
CONSIDER- 
ABLY LOWER. 


THEY 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE USED 
THE FISH'S 

ORGANS, 
IN WHICH 
THE POISON 
CONTENT 
15 HIGH... 


YOU'RE 
GOOD АТ 
KEEPING 
SECRETS, ኤር 

| so 1 DONT |. 

SEE THE 
PROBLEM. 


19 THIS 
SOME- 
THING YOU 
SHOULD 
| || REALLY ВЕ 
DISCUSSING 
| \ WITH ME? 


IF WERE 
TALKING 
POISON 

THAT 
INDUCED 
A COMA... 


NORMALLY 
ASSUME 
THAT THE 

VICTIM 

HAD EATEN 

BLOWFISH 
LIVER. 


HOWEVER, 
МА DISH 
OF RAW 
FISH LIKE 
THE ONE 
IN THE 
RECORD 
OF THE 
INCIDENT... 


BLOWFISH 
SKIN AND 
ORGANS 


x BOTH 
WERE 2 THE GOV- 


= AND FOUND 
BY ፡ WERE IN THE ERNMENT 
VIRTUE OF MINISTER 
ALL THE PRE- Ды y AND THE 
ORGANS | SENTED Ха МЕКСНАМТ 


BEING AS EVI- AFFLICTED 
„т INTACT... Ей 


WAS 
DETER- 7. WERE 
MINED GOURMETS 
THAT NO H Bn Weare ey AND WERE 
BLOW- > а - — i IN THE HABIT 
FISH NE OF EATING 
LIVER = DELICACIES. 
WAS 
EATEN. 


BLOWFISH 
WAS FROM 
YESTER- 
Days 
DISHES. 


THEY 


| REGULARLY 
CONSUMED 
RAW FISH, 
I DIDN'T "АМР WHICH 
USE IT IN BLOWFISH HAS BEEN 
ANT TANG WAS A BANNED 


SERVED ON 
THE DAY 
THE MAN 
TOOK ILL. 


FAVORITE IN SOME 
OF REGIONS... 
THEIRS. 


TEMPERA- 


UNFORTUNATELY, THE TURES 
THOUGH, THERE | | ARGUMENT PROP TO 
WAS NO ONE MAKES FREEZING 
WHO COULD SENSE TO 
TESTIFY IN ME RIGHT 
SUPPORT OF NOW. 


THEIR CLAIMS. 


THE 


HE WAS |[ 
МАМ WHO 


FOUND 
SPASMING, Er 
HIS LIPS ...COL- OF POI- Үй 
BLUE. LAPSED А SONING... 


FULL 30 
MINUTES 
AFTER 
FINISHING 
HIS MEAL. 


GAO SHUN, 
ID LIKE A 
LITTLE MORE 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT THIG 
CASE. 


THIG 
15 THE 
RECIPE 
ACCORD- Be 
ING TO 
EMPLOYEE COOK 
TESTI- 
JUST MONY... 
ABOUT 
EVERYTHING 
THE MINISTER 
CONSUMED 15 
RECORDED 


IN HERE. 


THERE ARE 


A NUMBER 
OF VINEGAR VEGETABLES | 
DRESSINGS TO THE | 
LISTED HERE TO ም or 
COMPLEMENT RAN 
THE SEASONS WITH 


AND VARIOUS 
INGREDIENTS... 


VINEGAR.” 


so 


YOU'RE E 
SIENTEN, DOESN'T TELL 
HUH?! ME WHAT MAIN 
INGREDIENTS 

WERE IN THE 


IT SEEMS 
YOU WERE 
HANGING ОМ 
GAO SHUNG 
EVERY 


YOU SAID 
THE LATEST 
INCIDENT 
TOOK PLACE 
A WEEK AGO, 
CORRECT? 


DOES THAT 
MEAN YOU 
DON'T PAY 
ATTENTION 


I'M 
GUESSING 
THEY MUST 
HAVE USED 
DAIKON OR 
CARROTS... 


I HEARD 
IT WAS 
SEAWEED, 
ACTUALLY. 


PEOPLE 
TEND TO 


ATTENTION 
WHEN SOME- 
ONE HAS 
SOMETHING 
INTERESTING 
TO SAY. 


VEGETABLES | 
AVAILABLE 
IN WINTER. 


І BET THIS 
DISH НАР 
SOMETHING 


WOULD IT 
BE POSSIBLE 
FOR ME TO 
TAKE A LOOK 
AT THE 
KITCHEN? 


THE INVES- 
TIGATION 

INTO THE w 
«МЕ MINISTER'S 
WERE CASE WAS 
GRANTED ALL BUT 
ማው CLOSED... 


IM GLAD 
WE WERE 
ABLE 
ТО GET 
PERMIS- 
SION 50 
QUICKLY... [| 


«BUT 
ФАО SHUN 
MADE ME 
BRING ALONG 
AN OFFICIAL 

I'VE NEVER 

EVEN SEEN 


ገ BEEN USED 
SINCE THE 
POISONING 

INCIDENT. 


“ара እደ” 
\ 2) 
መካራ 


MI 
IS 


ООН 


OUR 
STRESS 
ASLEEP 
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-/ МЕ HAVE 
| PERMISSION 
FROM THE 


BEINO HERE 
A PROBLEM 
FOR YOU? 


HIS 
BROTHER 
HAS BEEN 

RUNNING THE 
ESTATE... 


ሻ GUESSING 
ALL THE 
UTENSILS 

HAVE BEEN 
WASHED 
BY THE 

COOK. 


COURSE 
THERES 
NOTHING 
UNCOOKED 
JUST LYING 
AROUND. 


THAT'S A 
FAVORITE 
OF THE 
MASTER'S. 


AGREE TO 
LEAVE SO 
EASILY? 


ІК THE YEAR 
.. SEAWEED Д TO HARVEST 
OF THIS TYPE THIS KIND 
FROM THE / 
PREVIOUS 
HARVEST 
WOULD 
NEVER KEEP 
THIS LONG 
IN SALT. 


٩ Š 2 
IT VIN 


| MIGHT HAVE | 

4 COME FROM 

| THE SOUTH 
VIA TRADE 
CHANNELS. 


IT 
MIGHT BE 
GOOD ТО 
LOOK INTO І 
WHERE THIS THINK HE 
WAS PUR- GETS MY 
CHASED. MEANING. 


ሠሪ JUST 
HAVE TO 

SEE TO MY 
SIDE OF 

THINGS. 


/ I UNDER- 
STAND WHY THE 
OFFICER FROM 
YESTERDAY AND 
A SUBORDINATE 
OF THE MAN 
WHO CONSULTED 
GAO SHUN ARE 
HERE... 


OFFICES 
KITCHEN. 


MINISTER'S መመ! 
ESTATE. 


I DIVIDED 
IT INTO TWO 
AND RINSED 

IT WITH 
WATER AHEAD 
OF TIME. 


WHEN 
I QUES- 
HE TIONED 
SAID THE THE 
MASTER MAN- 
HAD NEVER SER- 
EATEN IT VANT... 
IN PRIOR 
WINTERS. 


SAID OTHER 
THE SERVANTS 
SAME ON THE 
THING ESTATE... 
WHEN I 
ASKED. 


I LOOKED 
INTO THAT, 
AND THE 
SEAWEED 
WAS INDEED 
BROUGHT UP 
FROM THE 
SOUTH. 


PROBABLY 
15 THE 
SAME. 


АТ DOESN'T 
MEAN THAT 
IT’S МОТ 
POISONOUS. 


I ASKED 
THE COOK 
ABOUT THE 
SEAWEED 

AS WELL. 


HE 
SAID THAT 
IT'S THE 
SAME TYPE 
HE USES 
- REGULARLY 


لال... 
BECAUSE‏ 
IT'S THE‏ 
SAME KIND‏ 
OF SEA-‏ 
WEED...‏ 


WHAT'S 
WRONG 
WITH 
THAT? 


EXAMPLE, 
EELS ARE 
ACTUALLY 
YOU DRAIN POISON- 
THEM OF оце... 
THEIR BLOOD 
AND COOK 
THEM, THEY 
BECOME 
EDIBLE. 


I BELIEVE 
THIS SEAWEED 
NEEDS TO BE 

SOAKED IN 

LIMEWATER. 


VARIETY OF 
SEAWEED ISN'T 
FREQUENTLY 
EATEN IN THE 


HAD 
THE LOCALS 
HARVEST 
AND SALT THE 
SEAWEED FOR 
THE PURPOSE 

OF MAKING 
MONEY? 


THIS 


SOUTH? 


POISONOUS 
THINGS IN THE 
WORLD CAN 
BE MADE 
INNOCUOUS. 


PERHAPS A 
TRADER, UPON Fee 
HEARING IT WAS 
A FAVORITE = 
FOOD ITEM ОР 
A GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL AND 
GOURMET... 


L 
IM 
E 
WATE 
R 
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cc 


9 
O 
A 
KED 
IN 


N 


да 


THIS WAS 
THE KIND 
SOAKED IN | 
LIMEWATER, |) at = 
50 IT'S ° I = 
OKAY. 


I WAS 
EATING IT 


277, ВИ 70 PROVE 
| ИИ 
BELIEVE ! тв 
GRABBING THEM... 
A YOUNG, 
UNMARRIED 
GIRL LIKE 

ME AND 

MAKING 
ME BARF 
MY GUTS 

OUT... 


WHO 
SUGGESTED 
IMPORTING THIS 
SALT-CURED 
“ЛО SEAWEED... 


CLEARLY, IT 
WOULD BE 
VERY RISKY 
TO IMPORT 
THAT SEA- 
WEED... 


THE ONE - 
TO РО 50 FROM 
WAS THE A REGION 
MAN WHO THAT 
ATE IT DOESN'T 
HIMSELF ACTUALLY 
die CONSUME 


THEN, 
IN A WAY, 
HE HAD IT 
COMING. 


HERE 
ARE ALL 
INTELLI- 
IM SURE 
THERES CENT. 
МО NEED 
РОК МЕ 
IMPORTED eare 
THE SEA- 
WEED 
DID 50 
KNOWING 
JUST HOW 
POISONOUS 
/7 15... 


I CAN'T 
SAY FOR 
CERTAIN 


THIS 
1 CASE 15 
০০০০০] SETTLED 
ut] FOR THE 
Қы TIME 


- BUT IT'S 
A POSSIBLE 
ቀ. |: THAT IT 
MIGHT ALSO 
PROVE A 
CLUE TO THE В 
CASE FROM 
TEN YEARS 
AGO. 


I WOUND 
UP LETTING 
MY CURIOSITY 
я ФЕТ ТНЕ 
І ВЕТ BETTER 


PAD BE / оғ ME AND 
DOING тим, 
STEAMED - OUTSIDE МУ 
/Ғ НЕ PURVIEW 
FOUND AGAIN. 
007. 


BEHAVIOR 
IN THE 
KITCHEN 


DISCOVER 
THE SEA- 
WEED. 


I WONDER 
HOW А MAN 
WITH SUCH 


- LEARNED 
OF THE 
SEAWEEDS 


THE 
MINISTERG 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER 
TURNED 
OUT TO 
BE THE 
CULPRIT. 


FESSED 
ONCE THE 
SEAWEEDS 
POINT OF 
PURCHASE 
HAD BEEN 
CONFIRMED. 


«WAS THAT 
HE WANTED 
TO GET 
HIS OLDER 
BROTHER 
OUT OF 


TOXIC | 
NATURE THE WAY. 


I ASKED 
HIM AG | 
MUCH. HED | / 
ALLEGEDLY 2 1 PRETTY 
HEARD ABOUT / И, RUN-OF- 
IT FROM ATA THE-MILL. 
SOMEONE 5 WHAT 
SITTING - А LET- 
BESIDE HIM Ж s | DOWN. 
AT A DRINKING 
ESTABLISHMENT. 


I SHOULD 
USE MY 
HEAD FOR 
MORE 
IMPORTANT 
THINGS... 


PERHAPS 
I SHOULD 
GO WITH 
SOME 
KIND OF 
TABLET? 


DRY-LEAF- 
COLORED 
FUNGI MAKE 
А GOOD 

MEDICINAL 


TIPPLE? 


THE END, I 
DIDN'T GET 
TO EAT THE 
POISONOUS 
SEAWEED. 


І SWEAR WHAT'S 


THIS SI ٠ ; > | GOING 
ISN'T MY 


SEEMS 


й ЛУШ» 
ያር ይይይለ RETURNS YOU'RE 
HOME... 
FINISHING FEELING 
ИРА ВЕТТЕК. 
LOT OF 
AMASSED 


GENERALLY 
DON'T SEE 
EYE-TO- 


I BET HE 
SKIPPED 
OUT ON 
WORK TO 
SATE HIG 
CURIOS- 


SEEMS 
WE HAVE 
DIFFERING 
OPINIONS. 


i 20 
THERE ARE 


PEOPLE 

// መዛ EVEN YOU 
CAN'T GET 

ALONG 


«BUT THIS 
HEAVENLY 
EUNUCH 
WHO MAKES 
WOMEN 
...ЭЕЕМЯ | SWOON AT 
TO HAVE THE SIGHT 
SOMEONE 
IN HIS LIFE 
WHO CAN 
BRING HIM 
BACK DOWN 


DI ТО EARTH. 


HE'S 
His ONLY | ভি 
INTERESTS ЦД এ MILITARY 
ጋጋ. አ“ 868 = MAN WHO 


SHOGI, AND A 
RUMORS. VIN COULD CHOP 


ADOPTED OFF MY 
HIS NEPHEW FOR- HEAD. 
AND LEAVES TIES. | 
THE RUNNING 


RANKING 
MILITARY 
OFFICER... 


-. WHO'S AN ነም 
ЕССЕМТЕЈСР | Z 


и. THAT 
5089৩ 
নি. 
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APPROVING 
THINGS... Å 


.-- THAT BAD 
FEELING 
ID 
GOTTEN 
PROVED 
70 ВЕ 
ФРОТ-ОМ, 
AS USUAL. 


HES A 
INA ТАСТ!- 
DIFFERENT CIAN. 
TIME, НЕ 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN THE 
SORT OF 
MAN WHO WAS 
INSTRUMENTAL 
IN OVER- 
THROWING 
EMPERORS. 


TO ADMIRE || 
IN THE | 
WINTER. 


THOUGHT 
I MIGHT 

BE ABLE 

TO DO 90 


THE 


REASON 


HE KEEPS 


.. SEEMS 


COMING 


TO HAVE 


HERE 


SOMETHING 


LATELY... 


70 DO WITH 


MY NEW MAID, 


WHO HAS 


| 
| 


CONNECTIONS 


TO VERDIGRIS. 


HAVE ZERO 
INTEREST IN 
RELATION- 
SHIPS. 


I ASKED 
THAT 
WITHOUT 
THINKING. 


I DOUBT ILL 
EVER MEET 
ANOTHER AS 
INTERESTING 
AS HER. 


THANKS 


«EVERYONE TO HIS 
IN THE RUMOR- 


MILITARY THINKS MONGER- 


I BOUGHT OUT 
THE CONTRACT 
OFA 
COURTESAN. 


М REMINDS 


ነ | ME... 
з І ONCE HAD 
A FRIEND AT 


VERDIGRIS. 


THIS ALL 
HAPPENED 
BACK WHEN 

I WAS QUITE 

YOUNG. 

WHAT A 

WOMAN 
SHE WAS. 


„То 
BEATA ENOUGH 


TACTICIAN 
SUCH AS 


CONSID- 


ERED ALWAYS 
BUYING LOSE TO 
OUT HER 

CON ME AT 


TRACT... 


WE 
DROVE 
UP THE 
PRICE 
LIKE IT 
WAS A 

COMPE- 
TITION. 


THE PRICE 
OF HERS 
MUST'VE 
ЖИЕ BEEN 
EVEN GREAT 
LAKAN INDEED... 
COULDN'T 
WIN. 


WON AT 
гнод! 
BUT WOULD 


2HE 


TWO 
MEN OF 


MEANS WITH | 


ECCENTRIC 
TASTES... 


CONTRACTS 
OF ФОМЕ 
COURTE- 
SANS САМ 
COST AG 


| MUCH AS AN 


IMPERIAL 


WHEN SHE 
SHE WOULD WOULD POUR 
GAZE UPON TEA FOR HER | 
YOU WITH SUCH PATRONS... 
HAUGHTINESS, ን 
AS IF SHE WAS 
PERFORMING AN 
ACT OF CHARITY 
FOR SOME 
LOWBORN 
COMMONER. 


THOUGHT 
THAT ID 
LIKE TO 

SOME- 


SHE WAS 
A VERY 
UNUSUAL 
COURTE- 
SAN. 


HER ARTS, 
NOT HER 


DESPITE 
THAT OR 
PERHAPS 
BECAUSE 
OF IT, THERE 
WERE QUITE A 
FEW PEOPLE 
WHO WERE 
COMPLETELY 
INFATUATED 
WITH HER. 


THEM, OF 
COURSE. 


GET ENOUGH 
OF THE 
SHUDDER 

THOSE LOOKS 


| WOULD SEND 


DOWN MY 


sol 
LOWERED 
HER 
VALUE. 


THERE'S 
ONE THING 
ID LIKE TO 
REQUEST OF 
YOU BEFORE 
I CONTINUE. 


HAVE TO 
CHEAPEN 


19 THIS 
REALLY THE 
TIME TO BE 
PUTTING ОМ 
AIRS WHEN 

YOU'RE 

THIS FAR 

INTO YOUR 


I SIMPLY 
COULDN'T 
GIVE 
UP ON 
UP USING 
SOME- HER... 
THING OF 
A DIRTY 
TACTIC. 


YOU LIKE 


TO KNOW 
HOW I 


I CAN'T 
STOP 
WONDERING 
ABOUT IT. 


WHAT 
EXACTLY 
WOULD 
YOU 
HAVE ME 
DO? 


፲ 
HEAR SHE'S 
CURIOUSLY 
ФООР AT 
SOLVING 
MYSTERIES. 


HE LEFT 
BEHIND A WILL 
THAT GIVES THE 

IMPRESSION 
THAT THERE'S 
MORE TO IT 
THAN AT FIRST 
GLANCE. 


AS WELL, THAT 
ER МАР YOU 
RECENTLY 


SOUNDS 
LIKE A 
MOST 

INTEREST- 

ING GIRL. 


ID JUST 
LIKE THIS 
INTELLIGENT 
MAID OF 
YOURS TO 
LOOK INTO 
THIG WILL 


FOR ME. 


ІТ 19 SAID 
THAT ONE 
OF THEM 
WILL BE THE 
NEXT TO 
TAKE OVER 
THE PALACE 


+ BUT 
THEIR FATHER 
SEEMINGLY 
NEVER TAUGHT 
ANY OF THEM 
HIS SECRET 
TECHNIQUE, 
so TO 
SPEAK. 


I BELIEVE 
THIS 
CRYPTIC 
WILL OF 


IG 
MEANT 
TO BE A 
HINT FOR 
PASSING 
DOWN THE 
TECHNIQUE. 


HE HAD 
THREE 
CHILDREN 
WHO 
WERE HIS 
APPREN- 


MY 
RECENTLY 
DEPARTED 

FRIEND WAS 
A METAL- 
WORKING 

CRAFTSMAN 

WHO WAS A 
SUPPLIER 

TO THE 
PALACE. 


HOWEVER, 
HE DIED 
WITHOUT 

HAVING 


AND 
AMONG 
THE TECH- 
NIQUES 
THAT HE 
ISA FAILED 
SECRET TO PASS 
ONE THAT DOWN 
CANT ВЕ ТО HIS 
LEARNED SONS... 
ANYWHERE 
ELSE. 


I CANT 
SAY MY 
CURIOSITY 
HASN'T 
BEEN 
PIQUED. 


«YOU'D 
LIKE ME TO 
UNCOVER THE 
CRAFTSMAN'S 
SECRET 
ART? 


50 THE 
HEAD 
OF AN 

ARTISAN 
FAMILY 

PASSED 
AWAY. 


THIS IS 
GOING 
TO BE A 
BIT OF A 
BOTHER, 
вит... 


WHEN HE 
OPENED 


WITH THAT, P 


I HAD TO 
WONDER 
WHAT 
IT WAS 
GOING 


О BE 
THIS 
TIME. 


JINSHIG 
ALWAYS 
BRINGING ME 
PROBLEMS 
70 SOLVE, 
WHETHER 
I LIKE IT 
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DON'T 
PUT 
IT 90 
SIMPLY. 


WHY 


50 TELL | DO YOU 
| МЕ MORE |. SEEM 50 
ABOUT THIS \ 
PUZZLING 
WILL. 


ТО THE ТО THE TOSTHE ELDEST 
THIRD SON, MIDDLE SON, SON GOES === 
A FISHBOWL. А CRAFTED 4125742752২ THE 


_ РЕСЕЩОЕЖ = WORKSHOP = 
— = FURNITURE. | OR | WILL LISTS 
4 пр HOW HIS 
A 7 POSSESSIONS 
Е АВЕ ТО ВЕ 
DISTRIBUTED. 


"YOU 
SHOULD 
ALL HAVE 
TEA LIKE 
YOU USED 
TO WHEN 

YOU WERE 

THAT'S YOUNGER.” 

ALL. 


BUT 
IF WE 
ASSUME HE 
WAS SAYING || _ > A 
SOMETHIN ОД HES 
Al : Мі _ ; TELLING 


THE 
BROTHERS 


HIS SONS 
DON'T GET 1 
IT EITHER. | | WOULDN'T 
| REALLY 
KNOW, BUT 
I GUESS 
THATS А 
PARENT 
FOR YOU? 


IT 
SOUNDS 


LIKE A WORK- 
THERE'S SHOP, A 
A BIG PIECE OF 
DIFFERENCE FURNITURE, 
I WONDER |ң VALUE THE AND A 


YOUNGEST FISH- 
PULLED THE 2 
SHORT STRAW, 


HOWEVER YOU 
LOOK AT IT. | | 


I DIDN'T 
ASK FOR 
MUCH 
ADDITIONAL 
DETAIL. 


WHAT THE 
HEIRLOOMS АСКО HE 


ACTUALLY 
LOOK Like, "ЕРІНЕ 


Ж! 


„ЈЕ YOU'RE 
INTERESTED 
IN FINDING 
OUT MORE, 
GO TO THIS 
ADDRESS. 


GUESSED 
THIS 
WOULD 
HAPPEN. 


«ВИТ 
METHINKS 
1 SHOULD 

BE PREPARED 


U a wat Ls > >> EPA ሥሪ 
ЖОО ~ 
و‎ ያታ 


K 
y 


/ 


9৮৮ 
й 


THE FAMILY 
AHEAD OF 
TIME... 


„BUT Be 
ТМ THE 
ONE WHO'S 2947 በ. р 
GOING TO BE 
OFFICIALLY 
ASKING THE 
QUESTIONS. 
YOU'RE x 
TO 
PRETEND 
TO BE MY 
ATTEN- 
DANT. 


då 


1 


N 
/ BECAUSE [TN 
Щ HE DISLIKES | 


THERE'S NO 
NEGATIVE 
IMPACT 
ON ME, 
THOUGH. 


„МА 
CORNER 
WHERE 
THERE ARE 
NUMEROUS 
SHOPS. ITS 
A LOVELY 
HOME THAT 
EVEN HAS A 
GARDEN. 


ви а 


THAT'S 
SOMETHING 1 
BOUGHT WHEN 

MY DAD WAS 
PROCURING 
MATERIALS. 


„АКО 
ALSO 
DOUBLES 
ASA 
ТЕАНОЏФЕ 
FOR US 


NOW 
THAT OUT- 
BUILDING 


іє MOSTLY 


USED AS A 
SHED FOR 
STORING 


IT WAS 
IN THE PAST, 
YES. BUT 
NOW OUR 
WORKSHOP 15 
IN THE MAIN 


CRAFTS- سا‎ = BUILDING OF 
OUR HOME. 


GUESSING 
HE MUST 
BE THE 
YOUNGEST 


THIS HAS 
A VERY 
UNUSUAL 
CON- 
STRUC- 
TION. 


IS THAT 
THE 
WORK- 
SHOP? 


TOOLS 
HAVE BEEN 
BUT THE : ራል фаз У 
REASON ВИТ N 
THE ROOM ( THERE'S A ТІРІЕР UP 
WORKS... DRESSER IN NOW... 

K | THE MIDDLE 
[| ህዝ OF THE 
ROOM THAT 
WOULD 
NORMALLY 
BE IN THE 


ሠ/ወ 
BECAUSE 
OF THE 
STRANGE 
SENSE OF 
UNITY 
FROM THE 
POSITION 
OF THE 
TABLE... 


ዳለ THE 
STYLISH 
AURA 
OF THE 
DRESSER. 


CORNERS 
ARE 
ROUNDED 
OFF AND 
HAVE METAL 
KEYHOLES ACCENTS. 
ON THE 
CENTER 
MIDDLE 
DRAWER 


ALONE ARE 
ACCENTED 
WITH A 
DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
METAL. 


AND THE 
THREE ON 
TOP. 


US IN 15 THE 


\ га 


ITS 
FIXED 
TO THE 

FLOOR? 


I BELIEVE 
IT WAS THE 
SECOND 
SON WHO 
INHERITED 
4 PIECE OF 
FURNITURE. 
IF THAT 
FURNITURE 
IN QUESTION 
15 THIS 
DRESSER, 
THEN HE 
MUST BE 
THE SECOND 
SON. 


SHUFFLE 
ን 


৮৫ 


IN THE 
WESTERN 

| STYLE AND 

\ CURIOUSLY | 


IT 
LOOKS 
M ٩ MADE 
I GUESS у ЖҮ a 2 TO LET 
THIS 15 THE |. (7 J ALL MATE 4 
| ONLY SPOT ў THE ~ fe) 30 15 SUNSHINE OF SUN- 
N WHERE THE الا‎ 115395 FILTERED LIGHT... 
24 LIGHT HITS 4? THROUGH 
DIRECTLY. n , THE LEAVES 
፡ ; 7 2 OF THAT 
CHESTNUT 
TREE. 


I WONDER 
IF ФОМЕ- 
THING SAT 
HERE FOR 


THERES 
A DIS- 
COLORED 
SQUARE 
MARK 


THE 
TRUTH 15 
THAT YOU 
ALREADY 


HERE. 


WE CAN'T 
BE SURE OF 
ANYTHING 


«WITHOUT 
TEACHING 
US HIS 
SECRET 
TECH- 
NIQUE. 


ID 
ASSUMED 
THE FISH- 
BOWL WAS 
MADE OF 
WOOD 
OR CLAY. 


SURPRIGED 
ITS MADE 
OF GLASS. 


IN THAT 


CASE, 
ALL THREE 
OF THESE 
eet HEIRLOOMS 
| THINKING? AFE QUITE 
VALUABLE. 


HE GAVE 


THE KEY Ме е 


ровект 
FIT THE 
КЕУ- 
HOLES? 


„Вит IT'S 

FIXED TO 
THE FLOOR 

OF MY 

BROTHER'S 

: SHED AND 

EVEN FIT CAN'T BE 
INTO THE REMOVED. 

KEYHOLES å 


THIS KEY 19 
PROBABLY 
FOR THE 
MIDDLE 
ROWS 
MIDDLE 
DRAWER... 


WE CAN'T 


FIND IT 
ANY- THE TOP 
WHERE. THREE 


DRAWERS 
APPARENTLY 
OPEN USING 
THE SAME 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
IT'S MY 

INHERITANCE, 
ITS PRETTY 
MUCH 
WORTHLESS 
AT THIS 
POINT. 


DIDN'T 
DAD SAY 
HE WANTED 
US TO 
HAVE TEA 

LIKE МЕ 
THAT MUST USED 
BE WHY HE ТО? 

GAVE US 
THE STUFF 
IN THIS 
ROOM. 


WITH THAT, 


ITLL ВЕ ...SINCE HE 
Å ре GAVE YOU SURE 
YOU HAVE TO SOMETHING MUST 
WORRY ABOUT | YOU CAN BE NICE 
WHERE YOUR A SELL OFF TO BE 
NEXT MEAL'S EASILY FOR ል YOU... 
COMING MONEY. 


IT SEEMS 
THAT THE 
TWO OLDER 
BROTHERS 
HAVE PUTA 
FRIGID DISTANCE 
BETWEEN 
THEMSELVES 
AND THE 
YOUNGEST 
BROTHER. 


TELL US TO 
HAVE TEA 
TOGETHER 
AT THE END 
OF THE 
WILL? 


PLEASE 
PARDON [дя 


Å My IN- ይ 
ሪጋ 3 TRUSION. | 


BROUGHT 
YOU ALL 
SOME 


|፡ THEY 
Ч MOVED 
TO THOSE 
SEATS 
Ие INSTINC- 
THOSE TIVELY. 
HAVE 
ALWAYS 
BEEN 
THEIR 
PLACES. 


WONDER IF 

THEY AVOID 

SITTING IN 
FRONT 


(BRIGHT AND OF THE 


Å BIT 
FARTHER, 
AND THEY 

MIGHT 

HIT THE 
DRESSER. 


I WAS 
LOOKING 
AT THE 
FASTENERS 
BEFORE... 


DIDNT 
NOTICE ANY 
TRACES OF 

DISCOL- 
ORATION 
FROM 
THE SUN. 


WINDOW 


SUNG RAYG 
ARE JUST 
HITTING THE 
WINDOW 
NOW TOO. 


THERE'S 
A BIG TREE 
OUTSIDE, ФО 
THE SUNLIGHT 
DOESNT 


REACH INSIDE 
FOR VERY 


REMINDED 
ME OF 
ФОМЕ- 


THE DRAWER 
: YOU HAVE 
USED TO, THE KEY FOR 
BUT WHILE WON'T OPEN, 
DAD WAS CORRECT? 


ГТ WORKING 
SUDDENLY ON IT... 
STOPPED 
OPENING. 


SAID 
THAT 
IF WE 
BROKE THE 
DRESSER, 
so WHATEVER 
We ! INSIDE 
CAN'T WOULD 
JUST BREAK 
DESTROY ТОО. 
THE 
THING. 


MA > 
ой መጋ. መ 
АЎ о 


IF THERES 
MEANING IN 
EVEN THE 
DRESSER 
BEING 
FIXED 
7O THE 
FLOOR... 


= THE KEY 
THAT WON'T 
OPEN THE 
DRESSER. 


нна ча) чиа чена на З 


таты сау < ша ` ` 
+ اش‎ DES 


sæ © 


AN A, 


-. BUT WAS PARDON 
THIS BOWL ME FOR 
ORIGINALLY ASKING |: 
SITTING ON > : 
THAT SHELF 
OVER 
THERE? 


ALWAYS он, || 
AROUND THIS THAT'S | | 
TIME OF DAY RIGHT, hy. 


THAT МЕР PUT IT HERE IT USED 
SIT DOWN ON WARM 10 SIT 
LIKE WERE AFTER. HERE AND 
DOING NOONS... АХ Бай GOLD- 
NOW. HIN IT 
TOO. 


WED 
PUT THIG 
RIGHT 

HERE. 


IT 
HASN'T 
HAD ANY 
FISH IN 


IT FOR 
SEVERAL |. EN 
ITS ARS a ና 
JUST NOW... 
BEEN A " 


DECORA- с 


ток. 


154 


2O 
YOU USED 
TO HAVE 
WATER IN 
IT LIKE 
THIS? 


BUT IF 
THIS LIGHT 
HITS YOUR 


PLEASE 
nt TRY 
"| TOUCHING 


LIGHT 19 
y CONCEN- 
“JA TRATED, IT 
CHANGES 
INTO 


BY ANY 
CHANCE, DID 
er YOUR FATHER 
06945. FREQUENTLY 
PREG SUFFER FROM 
a ANEMIA AND 
? ABDOMINAL 
PAINS? 


...BUT DID 


«WAS ALL I 
FOLLOW THE DID... 
DIRECTIONS 
IN THE WILL 
AND GET YOU 

TOGETHER 


CAN I 
TAKE THE 
KEY OUT 

OF THE 
MOLD? 


«AND 
FLOWED 
INTO THE 


THEY HARD- 
ENED. 


THE 

THREE 

DRAWERS 

OF 

a VARYING 

THE SIZES... 
CRYSTAL | HELD 


BLUISH- - E | EACH: wo [ea 
LOOKING u | KINDS OF 
METALS x 2 — METALS 
STUCK TO u መ AND WHAT 
IT IN THIS _ x — LOOKED 
DRAWER... LIKE 4 


CRYSTAL. 


«LOOKS 
JUST LIKE 


UGH! 


THE ONE 
HOW'S THIS THAT was Å 
SUPPOSED ON DISPLAY | 
TO MAKE i 
US GET 


IN 
THE END, 
WE'RE JUST 


A VISITOR 
ONCE TOLD 
МЕ 4 LONG 

TIME AGO 
THAT TECH- 
NIQUES CAN 
BE STOLEN 

JUST BY 
SEEING 
THEM. 


HEG 
THE ONE 
WITH THE 

WORST 
BURNS 
AMONG THE 


BROTHERS. 


BOILING 
HERBS BUT | 
ENDED ИР ES 

POISONING የኮ 
MYSELF. 


IM SURE 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHOG 
MANAGED 
ТО GRASP 
THE LATE 
CRAFTS- 
MANG 
PLANS... 


YOUNGEST 
SON 


«AND 
MELTS AT 


A MUCH SOLDER 
LOWER 15 MADE 
TEMPERA- ВУ MIXING 
TURE... VARIOUS 


| ...THAN THE METALS... 


INDIVIDUAL 
METALS 
WOULD. 


PA ALSO 


OUS FACE 
POWDER 
THAT WAS 


BECAUSE 
LEAD 15 
ANOTHER 


002 


METAL. ALL I 
KNOW 
15 THAT 
MEN SHOW IT USES 
SYMPTOMS LEAD 
OF BEING 
POISONED ANP TIN. р 
FROM 
MELTING 


LEAD. 


OF THE 


THREE 
LUMPS, 
weed: BY TWO ARE 
ASSUME MIXING COPPER 
YOU'D BE THOSE ANP TIN. 
ABLE TO WITH THE 
MAKE A THIRD... 
BRAND- 


| HEAT FROM 
THE LIGHT 
THROUGH 
THE FISH- 
BOWL MAY 
HAVE BEEN 
INTENSE... 


THE THAT 


«ВИТ ITS 


DURATION 
WASN'T 
9778 ALL THAT 
LONG. 
| 700 HIGH 
OF A TEM- 
PERATURE 


ТО MELT. 


` THE 
- DRAWERS 
May BEING MADE 
72 DIFFERENT 
DIMENSIONS 
ALSO FEELS 


PURPOSEFUL. 


BUT | : | 77 
THERE'S NO 
NEED FOR МЕ М M EE 
ТО РОКЕ МУ [| 72 THE 
NOSE INTO = 
PROPOR- 


THIG ANY 
FURTHER. TIONS OF 


EACH METAL 
NEEDED IN 
THE MIX.. 


PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, AT 
AN ESTAB- 
LISHMENT 
CALLED 
VERDIGRIG 


PLEASE 


ОО SEE - THERE'S 
HIM ЈЕ A PHYSICIAN 1 
YOU'RE KNOW NAMED 
EVER LUOMEN. 


FEELING 


OR 
WILL HE 
KEEP THE | 


SECRET 
TECHNIQUE 


LONGER 
ANY OF MY 
CONCERN. 


WILL THE 
CLEVER 
YOUNGEST 
SON BE 
MERCIFUL? 


THANKS 


І MUST SAY, 
THE MATTER 
CONCLUDED 
WITH A MOST 
EXCITING 
TWIST! 


. THE 
YOUNGEST 
REALLY 
WAS THE 
MOST 
SKILLED. 


MUST'VE 
ALREADY 
KNOWN. 


... THE ዎ í | 
YOUNGEST, за) 2 ⁄ THE THREE 
1 | > D | BROTHERS 
WHO'D BEEN ሽ | 
NOW SCORNED | SEEMED 
WORP AS UP UNTIL 4 TO HAVE 
IT THAT HE'S š u MADE UP... 
THAT POINT, j 
1O. BE SHOWED - | 
THE NEXT 


OFF HIS 
SUPPLIER 
TO THE SKILLS. 


IMPERIAL 


SURELY 
THAT GIRL 


KNOWS 
AND 15 
JUST 
KEEPING 
QUIET, 


THEIR 
FATHER'S 
FINAL WORKS 
WERE TRULY 
SUPERB. 


WERE 
SIMPLE 
METAL 
FITTINGS 


„BUT 
THEY'D 
SURELY 

LEND ANY 
CEREMONIAL 
TOOL EVEN 
GREATER 
BEAUTY. 


TELLING 
ME THIS 
WHILE 
KNOWING 
MY POSITION 
HAS NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
TOOLS FOR 
CEREMONIAL (ғу 
RITES AND [Ma 
THE LIKE... 


АН, І SEE. 
I WAS 
WONDERING 


WHY YOU 
ORIGINALLY 
BROUGHT 
THIS STORY 
ABOUT THE 
CRAFTSMAN 
TO MY 
I JUST ATTENTION. А 
/ THOUGHT IT 
f< WOULD BE A 
SHAME IF HIS 
TALENTS WERE 
SUPPRESSED 
AS A RESULT 
OF HIS 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH HIS 


BROTHERS. 


/ 
SKILL TO 
RISE TO THE 
TOP, THEN 
THEY SHOULD 
BE RAISED 
UP, DON'T 
YOU 
THINK? 


LAKAN 
15 А SLIMY 
MAN, BUT 

HES A 

ФООР 
JUDGE OF 
PEOPLE. 


CURRENT Wy 
POSITION 
THANKS 
70 THAT. 


By 
THE WAY, 
гм STILL مسا‎ 
VERY MUCH +. THANKS 2 
INTERESTED ТО ТИР SHOTS 
IN HEARING TALENTED 
THE END INDIVIDUALS 
OF YOUR HEG DIS- 
STORY COVERED. 
FROM 
BEFORE. 


EVEN 


ABOUT NOW, HEG 
THE COUR- TRYING 
ТЕФАМ YOU 70 PLAY 


TOLD ME INNOCENT. 


YOU MEAN 
ABOUT HOW 
І MANAGED 
TO LOWER 
HER VALUE? 


WOULD BE 
FASTER IF 
YOU ASKED 
SOMEONE 
FAMILIAR 
WITH THAT 


E 1 
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Аққа» 
ies 


| The Apothecary Diaries, vol. БІ 
А > 1 like taking the hair types of the 
۴ ХІ ЕХ ІГ characters into consideration while 
N ች drawing. I feel as if Maomao has slowly 

CIAL THANK started getting more volume and tufts 
of hair compared to how her hair was 
at the beginning of the series! I want 
to keep looking for more 
hairstyles for the new 
characters who appear 
too! + 


From the artist, 
· Nekokurage መ 


ле 2৬৩০৯ 
е З ¿nadas 


= 


maso KI 159» 


` coco схо 
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You, the readers 


ХА у, 
ማበ N = \ У x 7) ги 


уота _ fh IN | // 


Itsuki Nanao --፦ 


| 
(compilation) — J 
GER 


A WILLFUL MAOMAO INADVERTENTLY 
INCREASES HER VALUE 9 PART 2 


ү SUIREN 
HAS ONLY 
GOOD 
THINGS 
TO SAY 


.ሠወርጋ | ABOUT YOU 


I WAS 
THINKING 
OF GIVING 


YOU SOME Г 


KIND OF 
REWARD... 


AND YOUR 
WORK 
ETHIC... 


THAT CASE, 
MAY I BE 
ALLOWED TO 
GO WEEDING 
IN THE INNER 
COURT? 


TO PROCURE HERBS 


IS 


A WILLFUL MAOMAO INADVERTENTLY 
INCREASES HER VALUE 


WHATEVER 

A] SHALL WE 

7 DO? HAVING 

SM | TAKEN CARE 
7- ~ ১৮] OF THIS ON 


++. MIGHT 
I GO AND 
WEED THE 
GARDEN? 


I THINK 

ILL PLANT 
SOME 

| MEDICINAL 


YOU'VE 
SECURED US 


AE ৮১০০০ 
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